The Northeast Regional Honors Conference (NRHC) was a truly great experience. Attending the conference gave me the opportunity to meet many new people from all over New England, and hear about the other types of undergraduate research that students are doing. This conference allowed me to meet and speak with students whose research could impact or benefit my own research. By attending different presentations throughout the weekend, you can learn about research that you may otherwise have never heard about. For those in teacher education programs, it could be a new style of classroom management, teaching style or approach to teaching those with special needs. For those in the science field, it may be new research regarding how ocean pollution affects the fish or how bacteria can be used for beneficial health reasons. For those in the English field, it may be a discussion of Neil Gaiman’s Sandman. There is something of interest for everyone, in all fields of study.
The NRHC is great for any honors student, whether they are presenting a project, or a freshman just coming into their schools honors program. The activities that take place at the conference are designed to introduce students and build friendships and contacts that last well beyond the time of the conference. From my own experience, I was able to meet and work with students from Gallaudet University. This was the highlight of my conference experience because they were able to give me direct input regarding my research and presentation. My project, titled The effect of adaptive instruction on the rhythm achievement of elementary school students with hearing disabilities, focuses on the ability of students with hearing impairment to participate in and learn in the music classroom. Getting to work with college students who could give me concrete feedback helped me better understand what it was that they were feeling, and better prepared me for working with the young elementary students that I am currently working with.

I have presented my research 3 times since my first presentation at the NRHC in April. The Conference was a great starting point for me because it was stress free presenting to my peers. My presentation was so well received that I was asked to repeat the presentation so that other students could have the opportunity to participate. Hearing comments and questions from so many people helped prepare me for my presentation of this project to the honors committee at Rhode Island College. This experience is one that I will not forget – and I can’t wait to return to the conference next year in Baltimore!
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