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2017/2018 Academic Year 
During the 2017/2018 academic year, students had several opportunities to visit the United 
Nations and engage with UN Lecturers on topics such as human rights, sustainability, and 
global health. In April 2018, several students were selected to present their research at the 
Northeast Regional Honors Conference, continuing this annual tradition for the Molloy 
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College Honors Program. Graduates of the Honors Program 
also presented their Capstone projects at the close of the 
Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 semesters. The Honors Program 
continues to engage in its partnerships with several external 
organizations such as Mercy First, Island Harvest, the 
Hance Family Foundation, and the Partnership for Global 
Justice. Though each of these events were filled with 
scholarship and excitement, the most thrilling event of the 
year was the freshman global learning trip to Bosnia & 
Herzegovina. 

The Partnership for Global 
Justice & the United Nations  
The Molloy College Honors Program just completed its 
third year of collaboration with an NGO known as The 
Partnership for Global Justice. The mission of the 

organization is to bring awareness to the United Nations Charter and more specifically, the 
seventeen Sustainable Development Goals. Notable from this collaboration are the success in 
having several students serve as Youth 
Representatives to the United Nations, internship 
experiences, and Honors Capstone opportunities. 
Through the efforts of the Partnership for Global 
Justice, over one hundred students in the Honors 
Program have had a full tour of the United Nations 
and attended lectures at the UN headquarters on 
topics such as Migration, Sustainability and 
Conflict, and Cybersecurity. In November of 2017, 
Angela Spraggins from the World Health 
Organization and Roy Small from the United 
Nations Development Program presented lectures 
to the students and faculty on Global Health. In 
March of 2018, students and faculty listened to 
lectures on Sustainability and International 
Human Rights, as these topics prepared students 
for the seminars and classes they would be a part 
of in Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
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Mission  

"The Honors Program 
prepares students to become 

competent and ethical 
global citizens. By 

investigating the world 
beyond the immediate, 

students understand, affirm 
and articulate other 

perspectives in order to 
shape the future, resulting 
in taking action to improve 

the world globally and 
locally."
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Northeast Regional Honors Conference 
Since 2014, 22 students from the Molloy College 
Honors Program have been selected to present at the 
Northeast Regional Honors Conference. In April 2018, 
Honors students Rayaz Khan, Christopher Martin, 
Megan Scali, and Christine Yany continued this 
tradition by presenting at the 2018 Conference in 
Providence, Rhode Island. Each of the student 
presenters developed their topics to encompass the 
2018 Conference theme, “The Renaissance of a ‘Lively 
Experiment’: Seeing Anew.” Rayaz Khan, a Philosophy 
Major, presented his paper and research, entitled, 
“Seeing Syrian Migration Anew: Mitigating 
Xenophobia through Understanding.” Christopher 
Martin, both a Philosophy and Accounting Major, 
presented a paper entitled, “A Thought Experiment: 
Plato and Psychedelics.” Christine Yany and Megan 
Scali, both Nursing Majors, collaborated on a project 
entitled, “Exploring Social Vaccines and the Incidence 
of Type II Diabetes in Minority Populations.” Their 
research was presented in the form of a round-table 
discussion and poster presentation. 

“Attending the NRHC is an enriching experience in and of itself, so presenting at it is truly an 
honor. It's not everyday that you get the opportunity to pretend you're giving a Ted Talk!” - Rayaz 
Khan 

"Presenting at the Northeast Regional Honors Conference in Rhode Island this year was such a cool 
opportunity. Developing a research project with my co-presenter, Christine Yany, was such a great 
way to expand our knowledge and use critical thinking regarding a social topic that we were both 
passionate about exploring. The best part about being at the conference was being able to learn 
about other topics that our peers from other schools also put hard work and passion in to in order 
to create solutions for other world problems. The conference also created a platform for students to 
be able to truly engage with and learn from so many different people about a large selection of 
relevant topics. Overall, the weekend presented very powerful, new and unique perspectives about 
the world based on each of our peer's individual experiences.” - Megan Scali 

“As a freshman, I never thought that I would present at the Honors Conference. That was 
something I thought was way over my head. But this year Megan and I decided to submit an 
abstract, and it got accepted! Presenting at the North East Honors Conference allowed me to talk 
about a project and some research that we had been working hard on with intellectuals (from 
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universities across the Northeast) who were able to give 
feedback, which we used to fine tune our pursuits. I would 
highly recommend that you apply to present, even if it's just 
something you're slightly interested in doing!” - Christine 
Yany  

Capstone Presentations 
At the close of the Fall 2017 and Spring 2018 semesters, 
Honors Students who completed the Honors Program 
curriculum presented their Capstone topics and 
research to the Molloy community and the general 
public. The Capstone is designed to allow the Honors 
student to begin the process of cultivating and 
synthesizing their academic, cultural, social, and service 
experiences in the development of a final project. 
Honors students complete an Honors Capstone project 
of their own design under the mentoring of an Honors 
faculty member. This opportunity allows the student to 
work closely with Honors Faculty to begin creating a 

project that integrates and builds on the Honors curriculum and experiences as they relate to 
their interests, career goals, and what it means to be a Global Citizen. The external 
relationships that the Honors Program has forged with the Partnership for Global Justice, 
Mercy First, Island Harvest, and the Hance Family Foundation have been integral in helping 
students engage in meaningful projects that complete the Capstone requirement. These 
organizations have helped provide students from the Molloy College Honors Program with 
internships for several years. 

Bosnia and 
Herzegovina  
Over the past few years, 
Honors students have 
participated in seminars on 
Global Citizenship in 
Salzburg, Austria. This year’s 
trip to Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, where Honors 
students interacted with other 
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students from around the world, included a two-week course on Human Rights or Social 
Entrepreneurship for college credit. The most important was, perhaps, the transformational 
education they had with regard to Islam and the Muslim world. Bosnia and Herzegovina has 
a mixed population of Christians and Muslims. The two communities are thoroughly 
intermingled throughout various aspects of culture such as educational institutions, 
professional workforce, media and television, the arts, and, most strikingly with a palpable 
realism, the lives of everyday people. The students experienced a vibrant and exceedingly 
friendly mixed cultural community in real-time over a nearly three week long trip. The 
students were fundamentally transformed with regard to their understanding of Islam and 
Muslim people. They left Bosnia and Herzegovina with the experiential knowledge of the 
kindness and openness of Muslim people as well as with the distinct observation of how well 
the two religious communities live together as co-equal citizens. This, above all, highlights 
the importance of the Honors Global learning Trip, in which students are afforded the 
opportunity to take college credit courses in an international setting; furthermore, the 
students are able to have the transformational experience for the better about a community 
of people often maligned in the popular media and the press.  

"5



SEPTEMBER 10, 2018 VOLUME 2

Upcoming Events  

• Alumni & Family Weekend: On Saturday, October 20, enjoy free food, live  
entertainment, craft beers, faculty presentations, and more! A special reception will be 
included for all Honors Program Alumni. Reconnect with faculty and classmates, and hear 
Professor Dan McGann talk about the exciting direction the Honors Program has taken. 
The event will be held at 11 A.M. in Public Square’s Larini Room.  Light refreshments will 
be served. 

• National Collegiate Honors Council Annual Conference: This year, the National 
Collegiate Honors Council Conference will be held in Boston, Massachusetts from 
November 7-11, 2018.  

• United Nations Visits and Lectures: Fall 2018 and Spring 2019 dates and times TBA 

• Capstone Presentations: Honors students will be presenting on their final Capstone 
projects Friday, December 7th in the Larini Room in Public Square at 12:00 PM. All 
are welcome. 

• Seminar on Global Citizenship hosted by the Global Citizenship Alliance: This 
year, the Honors Program’s Global Learning Trip will take place in Salzburg, Austria from 
June 5-12, 2019. 

• Northeast Regional Honors Conference: The Northeast Regional Honors 
Conference will be held April 11-14, 2019 in Baltimore, Maryland. This year's theme is, 
"Generating Power: Impact. Influence. Endurance.” 

• Honors Program Information Sessions: The Honors Program Information Session 
is scheduled for Saturday, December 15 in the Hays Theatre. A light breakfast will be 
served. Parents and guardians are welcome. Please RSVP for one of these events at: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=bSl5yj94AEmWHqscc8qGjmCI6Y6Qw99EjchLG7j6zghUQjhGUlNVWjNMRkdS
MVhORExTVjhUNUNZNC4u 
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Admissions 
Admission to the Honors Program involves a Holistic evaluation of each student. While 
student GPAs along with ACT, SAT, AP, and High School College courses are important for 
evaluation, other characteristics are also taken into consideration: Community Service; High 
School Extra-Curricular Activities; Volunteerism; Campus Ministries; Theatre Arts; Music; 
Athletics; Mentoring; Employment; and additional life experiences. 

Students deemed eligible by Admissions are sent a letter inviting them to apply using the 
online Honors application. All information regarding the above items must be entered along 
with an essay choosing from three topics. Once the application is submitted, the student is 
asked to come in for an interview. Here is the link to the Honors application:  

https://www.molloy.edu/academics/honors-program/honors-application 

Contact Information:        
Professor Daniel McGann 
Associate Dean for Undergraduate Studies 
Honors Program. Director 
Department of Music 
Faculty Athletic Representative 
516-323-3017 
dmcgann@molloy.edu 

https://www.molloy.edu/academics/honors-program
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